't"--

then measure the Ieng!h of the rope. The"\ solutions,” the student said. “Take the ..

: answer, accordxng i the tez teacher was = ba rometer oul on 3 sunny aay, rneasure

(; OYVJrvl NDV M% /0 L gfé_u“s?mevanatronmatrmspher X

= : pressure from the. ground to the toBL:

T Rira e Tk The siudent argued that his ansiver

\3 LATERAL THINKING Sty inn ot _?_ Was Just 5 accurale as 1 fessors
§ This is the kmdﬁg&atwe lhlnkxn\)re—_ .. Hewasgivena second charice to answgar
By havawmbexpedfruncfmreadezs,lt mequeshon provided that his answer 3T

* reminds us of a classic stofy,  originated %7 'showed some  knowledge of physxcs «.

by Alexander Caiandra. pmfessof of:x ,{f

T

L,
¥ _f,-..-e ihe height by 2 simple p rsraoomon
.-__,; .-d, have to accept that, toa" The pr

i -r"[ﬁé_ﬁE:gTK and length of its shadow, 237"

measure the building’s shadow, and thed

-4.‘.;

sor said, stroking his beard.['Any others?}

‘.- "Climb the stairs, marking off barome

Iengths on the wall as you go. Or lie the .-

i Thers are'several ways,| the student: > Barometer to the end of a string, drop. -

" physics at Washingion University in SL+5. said_ Vo COUId How It Baroimeter over T over he edge, and let it swing as @

_Louis. A physics student canplmngd mza_i the edge of the bullding
._he shouldn't have fail et ten Wd’tocaﬁcu&a{a <

* question: “How do you caicutale the %
mtgmiw&@w : WM@ that hus answe.-
é’?‘Thesmdemanswered.T;eme" : rf vafdandwaswnous_-

" “Barometer to a long repe, throw the rope s to kmw the student’s other possnble_

e = Soe.,
— TS S Py &

COm e e &

me its fall.=

”‘ the height of the RTE

" gverthe edge until it touches the ground,‘ answe - I here are rrnch Stmplera = Y or economics, | would

“pendulunt. Time the doration of its swmg

and determine values for g at street level ~
and at the top of the building. In ; pnncxple
Wure the hesght
of the buiiding {rom these dil flerences.

: Jtyou allow me to use psrchoiogy— or

tothex '~'-'-3_- . ‘-:_

sasement of the bwilding, find the super- 5
intendent, and say, “Siz [have this very -

“fine barometer here, which Il gwe to you

_ .f T tell how tall this building is.° :

. The Story WusStates mmteral

‘ thmkmg o, put more Sim ply. the ability

To ook at things in new ways. The truly
creative mind 1sn't imited by habitua!
modes of thinking. How creative are you?
One way o get out of a cognitive rut is

to try to find new ways to measure things.




